BEFORE YOU READ

Four ways to present one function

The same function can be given by an equation, a table, a graph or words. Each shows something the others hide.

Equation

Gives
an explicit formula

Strength
precise and compact

TAKEAWAY

Precision against overview

Representing a function

4 forms

Table

Gives
input-output pairs at selected
points

values in between must be
inferred

Graph
Gives
shape, trends and extrema at

a glance

exact values are only estimates

v

Verbal

Gives
the rule in words

Strength
ties to context, but imprecise

Equations are exact, graphs show the overall shape, tables give values at chosen points, and words tie the function to its

context.
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